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When I arrived at the Toronto airport to catch my flight to Warsaw, I thought I knew what I was getting myself into -  three weeks in Torun to learn a little polish and do some sightseeing.   I had no idea that I would make so many good friends from all over the world and be able to call this experience one of the best of my entire life. 


Before this trip, I had never been to Poland and I didn’t know more than ten words in polish.  As you can imagine, I was very excited, but also a little nervous about traveling and finding my way to the university.  Luckily, I had a traveling buddy.  It was a challenge, but we finally made it to our dorm.  The dorms were cozy and comfortable.  It was nice that many of my classmates, and what came to be my closest friends, ended up being on the same floor as me. 
One of the first things I did in Torun was explore Old Town.  Only a short 5 minute walk from the dorms, Old Town is absolutely beautiful.  I love the architecture, especially of all the different churches.  There is so much to do in Torun too.  We were never bored.  Many evenings, my friends and I would go explore the shops, pubs, and restaurants throughout Old Town.  I was also amazed at Torun’s rich history.  One of my favorite things about the city is the “pierniki”, or gingerbread, that Torun is famous for – delicious! 

We had class Monday through Friday from 9am to 2pm with 2 breaks in between.  Included with room and board, we had breakfast together in the morning at 8:15 and lunch after class around 2:15.  Our classes were held in one of the university’s many buildings, Collegium Maius.  The classes were great - not easy, but not too difficult either.  I was in level 1, the very beginner class.  My teachers were very good.  They taught us the basics of grammar and phonetics as well as useful vocabulary.  They were very willing to help if one of us was confused or even completely lost.  They made class a lot of fun too.  One of my teachers brought us to the zoo and into Old Town to practice our vocabulary.  She also did a lot of hands on learning in class that kept things fun and interesting.  

In the afternoons, most days there was some kind of activity planned for us.  This included everything from tours, museums, lectures, films, scavenger hunts, and the planetarium.  Most of the afternoon activities were a lot of fun.  One of my favorite ones was during the first week of the program.  We had an “Evening of Nations” where we all presented something to each other about our home country.  It was interesting to see what everyone had to show about their country as well as get to know the other students.  I also really enjoyed the ethnography museum we went to, where we learned a few traditional Polish dances.  On the weekends, we had two day trips to Melbork and Gdańsk.  The castle at Melbork was breath taking.  Our tour guide was very good.  Gdańsk was a beautiful city that sadly was destroyed during the war, but has been rebuilt.  Our tour guide there was also very good and knowledgeable about the city.  There, we also got to go to the shore of the Baltic Sea and managed to dip our toes in the water before it started to rain.     

As I said previously, I never imagined that I would meet so many fun and diverse people and become so close with them.  My friends included people ranging from 17-30 years old from Italy, Norway, Russia, Germany, Spain, and Ireland.  I feel so lucky and blessed to have met people from all over Europe and to learn about their cultures and lifestyles.  It was also interesting to hear why they were doing the program.  Many of them were polish themselves but some took the course for school and others just for fun.  Saying goodbye was much harder than I anticipated and we said our farewells with the hope that it would only be a “see you later”.  

My experience this summer was better than I ever imagined.  I have learned more about my Polish heritage through language, history, and culture.  I have gained the experience of traveling and being on my own and I have made close friends from all over the world.  I feel so blessed to have been able to do this.  I would highly recommend this program to everyone who received the scholarship through Polish Heritage Society.   
