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This summer I was given the opportunity to travel to Torun, Poland and study at the prestigious Nicolaus Copernicus University for three weeks.  The three weeks I spent in Torun will be an experience I will cherish forever.  During those three weeks I was able to improve my Polish grammar, writing, and communication skills.  I was also given a chance to make bonds with people from all over the world of all ages and experience.  Lastly, I was able to travel to some of the most famous and beautiful cities in Poland on the organized weekend trips.  Thanks to this opportunity I was able to experience the city and culture first hand and I made memories that I will not forget for the rest of my life. 


In today’s society, knowing a second language is a very valuable skill.  The course was an incredibly helpful way to improve my Polish.  The first day at the university the teachers distributed a placement test to help place each individual in a proper group that was neither too hard nor too easy.  There were five groups ranging from beginners just starting the language, to advanced with people who were almost fluent.  Every day we had different classes in grammar, phonetics, communication, and writing.  Each group was given anywhere between four to five teachers who each specialized in a different aspect of the Polish language.  The class activities included listening to CDs, singing Polish songs, writing letters, and speaking.  The classes helped me to improve my accent and correct my spelling which was my weakest point.  The teachers were all phenomenal, and with the small groups they were able to give everyone individual attention.  We were also given Polish textbooks, notebooks for class, and CDs with listening exercises. By the end of the three weeks I felt as though my Polish had improved considerably. 

One of the best parts of the trip was being able to make such close friends with people from all over the world.  Everyone was very open minded and brought a new aspect to the group.  It was fascinating to hear everyone speak there native language and talk about their country.  The course had people from Russia, Norway, Italy, Germany, France, and Serbia.  I made friends almost instantly with some of the most amazing people I have ever met.  Spending so much time everyday with the same people made us seem like a family.  After class we would go out and explore the city and find new places to eat.  Learning about so many different customs, languages, and countries made this trip one of the most cultural experiences of my life. 

Each weekend we were taken on a trip to a famous Polish city.  Our first trip was to the famous castle at Malbork.  We were given a tour guide that led us through the medieval brick castle.  The castle was filled with narrow stair cases and hidden passage ways.  The next weekend we went to Gdansk, a historic city right on the Baltic Sea.  We were given the option to have a Polish or English tour guide. Our tour included a walk through the city as well as a trip to one of the most beautiful cathedrals I have ever seen.  After the tour we drove to the beach and were able to swim in the Baltic Sea or relax on the sand.  The third week we had trips around Torun which included the planetarium and gingerbread museum where we had a chance to bake our own gingerbread cookie or “piernik”.  With so many trips all included in the program I felt as though I was able to see so many things in Poland I would otherwise have not even known of.  By the end of the trip I felt as though I truly fell in love with the city and what it has to offer.

I felt that my summer in Torun this year was a wonderful lifetime experience.  I never imagined a better trip and I will always relive my memories from Torun through my friends and my pictures.  I felt like this opportunity to live in a Polish city let you experience the culture through such a genuine way;  not only did you learn the language, but you learned about the way of life, the people, and the history of the city.  Everything including the food we were given, the music we heard, the old city streets we saw, and the stores we shopped at were a look into the true authentic Polish lifestyle.  I know this is a summer I will value forever. 
