Adam Budz

This past summer I attended the polish language summer program at Nicholas Copernicus University in Torun. I arrived on Sunday afternoon tired out from my 16 hour bus ride from Hanover, Germany. That evening we had an introductory meeting with every participant. I was surprised to see so many people from different cultures participating in the program. There were people from the US, Canada, all over Europe and even one girl from China. The next day we had to take a placement exam and were sorted into groups depending on how well we did on the exam. I was placed in group 5, the most advanced group. Classes generally lasted from 9-2 on weekdays. The classes consisted of grammar, phonetics, and conversation. The classes were held at the Collegium Maius which was a short walk from the dorms we stayed in. The classes themselves were not extremely challenging but they did help me work out the kinks in my polish. The professors were very knowledgeable and seemed to enjoy teaching our classes. I participated in the two week program so at the end of the two weeks we were given a final exam which was very closely related to the topics that we studied in class. Outside of class we were also provided the opportunity to attend seminars that discussed topics such as culture and politics. These seminars were very interesting and a refreshing change from language classes.

The program came with accommodations and two meals a day. I lived in a double which housed me and my roommate very comfortably. I quickly made friends with the people on my floor which included not only other students from Rochester but also other students from different parts of Europe. We also had a meal provided to us everyday before classes began (around 8 AM) and after the classes were over (around 230 PM). The breakfasts were generally the same and dinner was a different, usually traditional Polish, meal everyday. Contrary to my expectations the food was excellent and there was little need to go out to eat or buy food from the store. 

In the afternoons we were also provided with different cultural programs. These included a guided tour of Torun, a visit to the planetarium, and visits to various museums in Torun. These programs really helped us understand Polish culture and the history of Torun. In the evening we were often provided with social events to go to. One of these events was the night of nations in which everybody from the same country was placed in a group and had to make a presentation about their country. Another event that we participated in was a scavenger hunt in which a person from a higher group was paired with a person from a lower group and had to find various information about Torun. Not only was this activity fun but it was also very educational. The person from the lower group was able to practice their Polish with a higher group member while the person from the higher group had to use their polish extensively since the scavenger hunt was in Polish and required us to gather information that could only be found in Polish. This activity also helped us get to know other people that were not in our group. The social events helped me get to know the other people in the program. There were also two day trips to Gdansk and Poznan. These trips provided the opportunity for us to get out of Torun and have a taste of what the rest of Poland is like. 
 
Outside of the scheduled classes and programs we also had a lot of free time to do our own exploring. This gave us a chance to walk around and explore Torun by ourselves. This time was very useful since there were many areas of Torun that we didn’t cover during the cultural programs. There were so many things to do and see that I never felt bored while I was in Torun. Other than the many historic sites that Torun had to offer there was also a wide variety of food to try. I enjoyed trying everything from cheap fast food (kebab) to more upscale traditional polish dining. There were also the famous Torun pierniki (a type of gingerbread). It seemed that you couldn’t walk down the street in Torun without encountering numerous piernik shops. Even one of the cultural programs was visiting the piernik museum. It was also very interesting to go out at night and see how the polish night life differs from the night life in the states.

The two weeks that I spent in Torun seemed to go by in a flash and I had to leave before I knew it. Even though I was taking the program with some old friends I was able to make plenty of new friends from Rochester and from around the world. Except for the fact that it was ridiculously hot I enjoyed every part of my stay in Torun. The time that I spent in Torun was one of the best times of my life and I have made there that will last forever. I am very happy that I took advantage of the opportunity that this scholarship gave me and would advise all future scholarship recipients to participate in this program. It is very educational and fun and really immerses you in the polish culture. I am very grateful that PHSR gave me this opportunity.  
