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Being asked to summarize my experiences from my summer trip to Toruń seems like a task that would never feel complete. It feels like I can recall an infinite amount of stories and experiences, which would make it difficult to believe I was only there for two weeks. What seems even more difficult to believe was that at upon first hearing about the trip I didn’t even want to go. No offense to the Polish Heritage society but the thought of spending my summer in a classroom learning Polish is at best a not very appealing. Yet somehow I was convinced to go, which defiantly is not a decision that I regret.
 

Once I arrived in Toruń and got settled in my dorm the trip became surreal. The first day was pretty much a blur of new names, faces and information about the next two weeks. It didn’t hurt that there were a few familiar faces from Rochester to help solve any problem that arose. Also almost everybody in the program including the other international students spoke pretty fluent English, which made making friends pretty easy. What I most distinctly remember from that first day was when somebody from Switzerland actually corrected my grammar. The funny and kind of embarrassing part was I was speaking in English to him. 

The next morning was the beginning of what I dreaded most about the trip, waking up before 8 am, which is pretty early for my summer standards, then walking to class. Its about a 5 – 10 minute walk from the dorms to the where you attend classes. Something interesting to point out is the main university building directly across the street from a prison. Which makes you realize that there are worse places to be than in a classroom during the summer. Now you may think based off my attitude toward about sitting in classes that it wasn’t very fun but looking back it was actually pretty fun. Since your placed at learning level appropriate for you, the classes are not very difficult but at the same time aren’t tediously boring. The classes are broken up into different subjects and topics mostly attaining to the Polish language like reading, grammar and writing. Probably one of the more fun classes was phonetics, which had a pretty eccentric teacher. Not that she was eccentric in a bad way or anything. She had us doing some pretty ridiculous exercises that would just make you laugh but they actually helped a lot.  

 On some days there are late afternoon and evening seminars about Polish history and society. Personally I found them a lot more interesting then the classes themselves. What was probably most interesting was the seminar of a sociological breakdown of the Polish people. Also we happened to be in Poland during its presidential elections and had a first hand opportunity to learn about Polish politics and witness a very historic period for Poland. Other than seminars there also were hour long  mini tours of  Toruń. There also were two full day field trips to Gdańsk and Poznań. 

 

All I have to say to people that aren’t are not big fans of Polish food, good luck. If I were to give the cafeteria cooks credit for two things it would be for making good food and making it consistently but what I mean by consistently is cooking almost the same thing everyday. Every lunch consists of a soup, some form of fried meat and of course, potatoes. By the second week it was hard to even look at potatoes no matter in what form they were in when placed in front of you. Something that I personally found very annoying is that most beverages are not served cold in Poland, which would have been useful on the hot summer days. What I looked forward to the wa most was in the evenings you have a choice of where you would like to eat. Toruń has a pretty good selection of places to eat especially in the old town square, which is a stones throw from the university. During the day the best place to eat was a little café called Cona café which is owned by really interesting guy from Boston. The Cona café easily became almost everybody's favorite place to eat. Even late at night there are a few places which are still open serving pretty good food. One particular type of  place to grab a bite late at night is at a kebab stand, which perfectly filled late night cravings. Kebabs did a pretty decent job of  replacing my favorite late night meal back home, trashplates. And for those that get a little homesick for some burgers theres even a McDonald's near by. As for the dorms I have no complaints. Since it was summertime the dorms were kept pretty clean and the rooms were a decent size. They even had a key porter who you could drop off your key with 24/7, so you didn’t have to worry about losing it while you were out. 
 

Most of your free time is in the evenings after all the seminars and course extra sessions are over. This time was usually spent either walking around town or just sitting hanging out at one of the many old square bar stands. One thing you realize real quickly in Poland is that air conditioning is not very popular. Keep that in mind when you’re packing. Toruń has a pretty decent nightlife for those who are late night thrill seekers. The are plenty of nightclubs and bars where you can meet plenty of interesting people from around the world. I was also blessed to be in Europe during the world cup. Watching soccer in Europe is an entirely different experience than watching soccer back at home. When an important game was being played it felt like everybody in Toruń was watching it which.  

 

I have no regrets about doing the summer program in Toruń. It was a awesome experience that helped create one of the most memorable summer vacations I’ve ever had. Other than learning about the Polish language I feel like the personal experiences that I had there taught me more than a classroom ever could.  
