Peter Mscichowski

The experience of the two-week course in Torun, Poland is a truly wonderful one.  I found my time in Torun to be both highly educational and fantastically fun, and I walk away from the trip with many cherished memories.
My first day of classes all students all students were required to take a written exam, measuring our competency of the Polish language. Students were then divided up into 5 levels based on each student’s performance on the test. Having been required to speak Polish in my house throughout my childhood, I ended up in the 5th, and highest, level class.  I was happily surprised to see the diversity of students in our class in both age and nationality.  There were teenage students studying alongside grown men and woman, representing countries all over Europe, North American, and even a China.  This diversity made for a very stirring learning environment, and was egged on through the encouragement of insightful and helpful teachers. 


The school days went from 9:00 till 2:00 everyday, during which time we studied writing, grammar, phonetics, and syntax.  I found the phonetics classes to be a bit childish, as we were made to rap Polish children’s nursery rhymes, but my grammar was in definite need of fine-tuning, so I was pleased with all of the other classes.  The regular lectures were also supplanted with presentations on Polish history and culture and how it relates the current Polish social construct, with various games and props, cultural activities, and town tours that all added to the great learning experience in Torun. 

The accommodations in Torun were very comfortable.  Dormitories were shared between two people, and included more than enough desk and closet space.  The food at the cafeteria was hearty and very traditional, meat-and-potato, Polish.  Breakfast abounded with cereal and an assortment of cold-cuts, cheeses and breads for sandwiches, along with coffee and tea.  Lunch and dinner was always served with soup and some sort of salad, and normally consisted of main meat course with a potato side.  I would advise anyone with special eating needs, such as vegetarian, vegan, gluten-free etc., to skip out on the cafeteria and head to town to get their food.  One of my close friends that was at Torun this summer can not eat gluten, and she had a very hard time trying to get the kitchen staff to help her with her special food needs.  

Apart from the classes and accommodations, the best part of the Torun experience, is the city and its fantastic culture.  The dormitories are about a ten-minute walk away from the center of the Old Town of Torun.  My friends and I had a wonderful time exploring the town, going to different shops, restaurants and pubs.  We had the lovely coincident of being in Torun during the final matches of the World Cup, so we had many enjoyable nights watching the games at different restaurants around the city.  The school also offers a wonderful guided tour of Torun that lets you learn some of the great history of the home of Nicolaus Copernicus. 


Beyond Torun, there are also two organized day trips to Gdansk and Sopot, and then to Gniezno and Poznan.  For people who have never been to Poland before, highly recommend both trips, as they give you a more expansive experience of Polish history and culture. Besides the educational value of the excursions, the trip to Gdansk offers a wholesome respite from classes as you lie on the beach, or dip your toes in the refreshingly cool Baltic Sea. Gniezno is especially interesting, as it was an early capitol of Poland, and, as such, rich in early Polish history. 


For people who have grown up speaking the Polish language and been surrounded by Polish culture, I would recommend to take this course with friends. Many of the classes and activities can be a bit tedious at times, but spending time in any Polish city with good friends is great fun, and you will probably learn a few things as well.  For anyone who does not speak Polish, or has never been to Poland, I highly recommend the course.  It will give you access to knowledgeable teachers that can give you a good base in the language, and it provides and excellent opportunity to experience Polish history and culture. 

